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Laura Roeder Webinar - Questions & Answers

1. I saw the video you made with Brea Grant (Actress - Heroes). Does "Creating 
Fame" only work if you are a famous Hollywood actress?

This whole strategy actually evolved out of my work with Brea.  Brea is an actress on 
the TV show Heroes.  If you've seen the show, she what the "Speedster". I did all this 
work for her and I realized that all of this can be applied to businesses as well. What's 
interesting about Brea is that people always ask "does this only work if you are 
famous?"  Well, Brea wasn't famous, that's sort of the whole idea.  And she's still not 
super famous, depending on your definition of it.  She's not being flown out to Milan for 
fashion shows or anything.

But, when Brea first got on Heroes (she's actually one of my best friends from college), 
she had been doing acting and I had made a website for her to put her reel up online. 
And, when she called me and told me she had booked Heroes, I thought, whoa….this is 
a whole new level because now the people that are coming to your website are going to 
be fans. She had never had fans before, she wasn't at that point in her career. She had 
casting agents and people like that visiting her website. 

So, I told her, now you are going to have fans visiting your website, and we need to 
capture those fans and bring them along with your career. Actors don't do this.  If you 
"Google" your favourite actor, it's very likely they don't even have a website.  It blows my 
mind.  They probably just have fan sites that people have built. 

So, we got Brea on Twitter before Ashton was on Twitter.  We got Brea blogging on her 
website.  Because, I knew that she wasn't going to be on the show forever. And, she 
only ended up being on that show for one season. So, I knew that we wanted to capture 
people, make them fans and bring them along with her career. 

So, what we did for Brea was really use all of these principles of creating content and 
getting her involved with her community. And, now that she's been off the show for 
maybe 2 years now, she has a strong base on Twitter and her blog. She was actually 
able to get a comic book publishing deal with no connections what so ever, no relation 
to her work on Heroes.  She went after what she wanted by using these techniques. So, 
now people buy her comic books and she's been hired by other comic book companies. 
It's allowed her to have that fan base and do whatever it is she wants to do. 

So, certainly this doesn't work if you are already famous.  The whole idea is about 
making you famous.  You sort of don't need "Creating Fame" if you are already famous. 
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2. How do you get other people to write for your small business blog?

Two things. Number one is that you publicly announce that you are accepting guest 
posts. I obviously have an audience built up now, so it's easier for me.  But people won't 
know unless you tell them.  So, I'd say tell people you are accepting guest posts and tell 
people to pitch your content ideas to you and give them a link to a contact form. I post 
this on Twitter, my blog, my newsletter, on forums.  So the first thing is to announce it 
often and announce it everywhere.  Don't just send out an email once and say "nobody 
responded". You have to do it more than once.

The second is to just ask people. It's much easier than you think.  Most people are really 
excited.  They feel honoured for the opportunity to create exposure for them. 
Remember, they are not just doing a favour for you, this is really great because it is 
mutually beneficial. You are exposing their business to your audience and giving them 
an outlet to show their expertise. Just send emails to people.  People are not as scary 
as you think.  It's really important to approach the top players in your industry, they are 
just human beings like anyone else.  Ask them if they want to write for your blog. 

3. The video you have on "Creating Fame" talks about how to create a contest 
to build buzz about you or your business.  How do you get other people to 
share your contest with their network?

This is where the concept of the "big idea" is helpful because it really has to be bigger 
than you. It has to be something that other people find valuable. So, if you create a 
really good contest, people are going to want to share it with their communities, 
because they want to share value with their communities. But, you have to step up and 
ask them. I would say this is the main reason that most people haven't "Created Fame" 
is because they are scared to reach out, pick up the phone, write the email or they have 
excuses like "I don't have that person's email address". You have to reach out to people 
that see your contest as a great match for their audience.  Because they are looking to 
share great content.

If you are an interior designer, say here in Santa Monica, and you are having a contest 
for people to win their kitchen being redone by you. Call the Santa Monica paper, 
contact Santa Monica bloggers, those are all people that are actively looking to provide 
cools stuff. They are all looking for content, this is the thing, it's easier than people think.  
Because, if you've ever created a blog, you know how hard it is to get enough content. 
Anyone who is a content creator is very actively looking for more content.  You can 
make it easy by saying, "hey, I thought you might be interested in writing about this 
really fun promotion that I'm doing". 

Make it fun and make it interesting. Nobody likes dull, dry, boring and corporate.  Put a 
weird little twist to your contest.  Make it interesting and engaging and reach out to 
people and ask. 
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4. Building and managing a website is a very daunting task. Can you just use 
something like a Facebook Fan Page to promote your business?

I'm going to be honest, you have to have a website!! I'm going to tell you the truth 
instead of what you want to hear. In my opinion, you have to have a website. Here's 
why…..your Facebook Fan Page is not yours. You have no ownership of it, you have no 
control over it, you have no access to the information of people that "Like" you on 
Facebook. Facebook could decide to shut down your account at any moment. 
Facebook is currently losing millions of dollars a year, they could go under, someone 
else could replace them, they could start charging people.  I don't know, it's not my 
business, I have no control over it. 

So, as a business, you need to own your stuff.  I'm not saying not to use Facebook and 
Twitter.  Obviously use them, they are great tools. But, you have to remember at the end 
of the day, they are not yours and they can go away, the plug can be pulled or anything 
can happen. 

You need a space that is yours.  Go to my site and get Zero to Wordpress Website.  It's 
made for people who have no technical experience who have never made a website 
before.  It's a one hour presentation where you can get your own professional website 
up and running that you can update yourself.  I know it sounds too good to be true, but I 
promise you can do it.  
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If you have any questions about the information provided in this document, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me directly!
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